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UM RADIO-TELEVISION STUDENTS RAKE IN NATIONAL AWARDS 
MISSOULA—
University of Montana Department of Radio-Television students were among the 
national winners and finalists in competitions for the prestigious Society of Professional 
Journalists 2005 Mark of Excellence awards.
Collegiate journalists submitted more than 3,100 entries in the 43 categories of the 
competition.
The national winners and finalists were previously recognized by receiving first place in 
SPJ regional competitions.
Jason Cole, a UM senior from Moxee, Wash., was a national winner in the Television 
Feature Photography category for his work on “Haunted Hall,” a story on reports of ghosts in 
UM’s historic Main Hall.
UM students also took top honors in the Online In-depth Reporting category for the 
2005 Native News Project “Perceptions,” a special report on race in Montana at 
http: // www. umt. edu/journalism/student_work/nati ve_news_2005/main. htm.
-more-
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Heather Hintze, a UM junior from Whitefish, was a national finalist in the Radio News 
Reporting category for “Daycare Dilemma,” a piece on the struggle parents have finding 
quality, affordable daycare.
Kevin Farmer’s work on “Lacrosse Team” garnered him a finalist award in the 
Television Sports Photography category. Farmer, a senior from Great Falls, used a “helmet 
cam” to give a player’s point of view of the exciting and physical game.
The KBGA News Team’s “Coverage of Reoccurring Violent Attacks” brought home a 
finalist award in Radio In-depth Reporting. The project was a series of reports on UM’s 
student-run radio station covering random violence occurring in downtown Missoula.
Reznet, now in its fourth year at UM, won a national finalist award in the Best All- 
around Independent Online Student Publication. Reznet hires American Indian college students 
from around the country as reporters and photographers to cover tribal communities and 
colleges. The publication is at http://reznetnews.org.
National winners and finalists will be recognized in August at the SPJ Convention and 
National Journalism Conference in Chicago.
Information about SPJ is available online at http://www.spj.org.
For more information about UM’s Department of Radio-Television, visit 
http: //www. umt. edu/rtv.
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